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GREENFIELD PLANNING BOARD 

Minutes of July 12, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 

 
Zoom Meeting 

 

Chairperson Charles Roberts called the Planning Board meeting open at 6:00 p.m. 

 

PB MEMBERS PRESENT:  Charles Roberts, Chairperson; George Touloumtzis, Vice-chair; Amy 

McMahan, Alternate; and David Chichester, Alternate  

 

PB MEMBERS ABSENT: Emily Eash, Clerk; and Nathaniel Hussey  

 

Chairperson Roberts elevated Ms. McMahan and Mr. Chichester to voting members. 

 

The Chair also recognized Mayor Wedegartner as a voting member (permitted by the City Charter) until 

other members arrive and a quorum met.  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

 

EDC MEMBERS PRESENT: Philip Elmer, Chairperson; Derek Helie; Douglas Mayo; Virginia 

Desorgher; and Marianne Bullock 

 

Public Hearings: 

 

a. 6:00 p.m.: 6:00 p.m.: In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Economic Development 

Committee and Planning Board will hold a joint public hearing on Tues., July 12, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 

via Zoom Remote Access: https://greenfield-ma-

gov.zoom.us/j/97467565388?pwd=YzRCTHdBQW5kV0lETWgySWUvVGRtQT09 Meeting ID: 974 

6756 5388, to consider the following proposed amendments to the Greenfield Zoning Ordinance: 

 Place a 1-year moratorium on all outdoor marijuana/cannabis cultivation facilities to allow the 

City time to study existing cultivation establishments and to undertake a planning process to 

consider amending the Zoning Ordinance regarding cultivation facilities in residential areas. 

 Motion: Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 94G, section 3 of the M.G.L., in order to impose 

reasonable safeguards on the operation of outdoor marijuana cultivations, and to restrict the 

licensed cultivation, processing and manufacturing of marijuana, the City of Greenfield hereby 

makes the following amendments to its Zoning Ordinance: 

1. Section 200-4.2 Rural Residential District (RC) section (C) Uses by special permit, is hereby 

amended by adding the following new section: 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/97467565388?pwd=YzRCTHdBQW5kV0lETWgySWUvVGRtQT09%20
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/97467565388?pwd=YzRCTHdBQW5kV0lETWgySWUvVGRtQT09%20
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“(22) Marijuana cultivation limited to Tier 1 (5,000 square feet) pursuant to 

~200-7.17” 
2. ~ 200-7.17. Marijuana Establishments is hereby further amended by adding at the end of 

section (B) 4 the following new language: “A marijuana outdoor cultivation is limited 

to Tier 1 (5,000 square feet) per license. No Person or Entity Having Direct or 

Indirect Control shall be granted, or hold, more than three licenses in a 

particular class. The maximum outdoor canopy permissible under all licenses for 

a single parcel is 15,000 sq. ft.” 

 

Chairperson Elmer opened the public hearing by reading the Public Hearing notice into the record.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Al Norman – 21 Grinnell Street, Greenfield 

Mr. Norman mentioned that the 3 corporations have not submitted the paperwork necessary to seek a 

Special Permit and therefore cannot be recognized as an official applicant at this time. He pointed out that 

this is a more expansive provision compared to the original March 2018 regulation. He also noted that the 

City Council, on the invitation of the Mayor, has provided a legal opinion that the proposed amendments 

are legal, will apply to outdoor cultivation and will not disturb the use of the land and with no ANR 

complications. He urges the EDC and the PB to support the outdoor cultivation amendment. 

 

Nancy McIver, 20 Plantation Circle, Greenfield 

Ms McIver is in favor of the cultivation amendment and the original language. She is supportive of retail 

establishments and feels indoor cultivation is preferable. Outdoor cultivation is problematical. She asks 

the EDC and PB to support the Tier cultivation amendment. 

 

David Shirm – 375 Barton Road, Greenfield 

Mr. Shirm asked if there is knowledge of anyone else “playing” the system by exercising ANR 

procedures “like these people have?” 

 

There being no more requests for public comment, Chairperson Elmer and Chairperson Roberts jointly 

declared the public hearing closed at 6:17 p.m. 

 

Action Items: 

 

a. Planning Board/EDC deliberation and vote on the proposed 1-year moratorium on all outdoor 

marijuana/cannabis cultivation facilities. 

 

BOARD DISCUSSION OF THE MORATORIUM ISSUE: 
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 The Chairs discussed options for moving forward; those being to forward positive or negative 

recommendations to the City Council or to withdraw or table the motions.  

 Touloumtzis suggested forwarding a positive recommendation to the City Council on the 

moratorium while seeking advice from the Attorney General as to the legality of the moratorium. 

He thought that would give time to reasonably pursue comprehensive study.  

 Elmer opined that there does not seem to be much appetite for a moratorium as there is the more 

important issue of seeking the reduction of acreage under the Tier amendment. 

 Chichester felt that by extending the time frame at this point leaves open the possibility for more 

complications and no clear end game.  

 Desorgher agrees there is no public appetite for pursuing the moratorium and the safest thing is to 

move forward with the Tier amendment. 

 Roberts feels that the moratorium issue is on shaky grounds and that going forward with the Tier 

reduction issue will give the Planning Board time to do their work. 

 Touloumtzis reiterated his preference to going forward with a positive recommendation. 

 

MOTION: Moved by Roberts, seconded by Chichester, and voted 3:1:0 (Touloumtzis voted 

against) to forward a negative recommendation to the City Council on the proposed 

1-year moratorium on all outdoor marijuana/cannabis cultivation facilities. 

 

b. Planning Board/EDC deliberation and vote on the proposed tier limit on all outdoor 

marijuana/cannabis cultivation facilities. 

 

BOARD DISCUSSION OF THE TIER REDUCTION ISSUE: 

 

 Chairman Elmer indicated that the EDC has already given a unanimous positive recommendation 

to the City Council on this subject. 

 Touloumtzis agrees passing this would be, in reference to Counsel’s legal opinion, a virtual 

prohibition. He referred to the 3
rd

 paragraph of the attorney’s letter using the attorney’s wisdom 

and factual basis and wondering whether such reduction action might rise to the level of 

exercising prohibition. Would that be too extreme and put us in legal jeopardy? 

 Elmer thought the City Council had made a mistake by opening the door wider than intended and 

stated that going back to the Tier 1 limits was the simplest and most efficient remedy. He 

encourages a positive recommendation. 

 Roberts thinks we should be able torely on the City Council’s legal opinion. 

 Mayor Wedegartner reminded everyone that the Planning Board is legally responsible for the 

ultimate position taken. 

 Desorgher stated that sending a positive recommendation is what needs to be done right now. 

 Touloumtzis, referring to Elmer’s statement mentioned that it was the Planning Board that had 

recommended going to Tier 11. He also noted that he believes the amendment is extreme, less 

defensible, and more time should be taken to carefully study the ramifications. 
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MOTION: Moved by Chichester, seconded by McMahan, and voted 3:1:0 (Touloumtzis voted 

against) to forward a positive recommendation to the City Council on the proposed 

tier limit on all outdoor marijuana/cannabis cultivation facilities. 

 

Adjournment: 

 

MOTION: Moved by Chichester, seconded by Roberts, and voted 4:0:0 to adjourn the Planning 

Board meeting at 6:57 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

David Chichester 

Greenfield Planning Board 


